[Perineal hernia after abdominoperineal amputation. Role of epiploplasty and/or irradiation].
Healing of the perineal wound after abdominoperineal amputation is a difficult technical problem for surgeons to resolve. The majority of current therapeutic protocols include pre- or post-operative radiotherapy, and most study results show a reduction in perineal relapses when compared with a control group, but at the price of delayed healing of the perineal wound. This delayed healing reaction varies with the radiation dose. The use of epiploplasty shortens the healing period, but when performed after pre-operative radiotherapy it can predispose to the development of a perineal hernia. Four cases of this complication are described. No standard procedure for treatment of these hernias exists, and although it is possible to use the uterus to fill the perineal cavity, the most effective method appears to be a double perineal and abdominal pathway using a plate.